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indexed. Not illustrated. 1857 Excerpt: . improve branches of the arts, with which, in their full extent, they are
unfamiliar, and, in so doing, produce which has long since been exploded, or is already in extensive use. As
many patentees have been eminently successful, and as a happy hit has sometimes brought wealth and
distinction, multitudes are induced to follow the example of their inventive predecessors, and ultimately to find
themselves less fortunate, if not less capable, than those whom they attempted to rival. The evils arising from a
want of information can never be, in any considerable degree, removed. Something can and should be done
for the disseminatien of knowledge; bu knowledge suFiciently comprehensive and minute to guard against the
reproduction of things old, and guide uniformly or generally, to that which is new and useful, has never been
possessed by inventors as a class, and never can be possessed except by comparatively few. IV.--THE EXPEESS
BUSINESS. This is a comparatively new business, but is already an extensive and profitable one. It requires for
its successful prosecution, great energy, activity, enterprise, and in Patent-OFlce Eeport for 1849-80. tegrity, and
a good degree of physical power. It can be commenced, in a small way, on a trifling capital, which causes
many to adopt it as a business pursuit, who have no special qualification for it, and there is danger that it will
be overdone, if, indeed, it has not been overdone already. Our express-men, as a class, are intelligent,
enterprising, and...
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