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About 1777, Roswell Fenton, the grandfather of the Governor,
removed from Mansfield to Hanover, New Hampshire. Here
George W. Fenton, the father of Reuben, was born, and here he
resided until 1808. In that year he removed to Chautauqua
County, in this State, and settled on a farm upon a part of the
Holland Land Company Tract, where his son, the Governor, still
resides. Thus the Governor and his family have, from an early
period, been identified with the interests of the Empire State,
and he has had every opportunity to become familiar with its
wants, its resources, and its people in every condition.
Governor Fenton is emphatically a self-made man. Until fifteen
years of age his life was that of a farmer s son, employing the
summer in farm labors, and spending the winter in the log
school-house of the district where he dwelt. Between 1834 and
1838 he enjoyed...
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