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the earths loss of heat by radiation, but actually increase its average temperature. Though reasons may easily
be found why the surface layer of the earth may be richer in radio-active products than the core, I think that we
are nevertheless driven to the conclusion that the earth is now, and has been for a long time, in thermal
equilibrium, and that shrinkage by cooling does not account for any of the more recent displacements. Why,
then, should not the earth long ago have settled for itself all seismic questions, and have come to rest in a
comfortable state of equilibrium ADer the four or five million years which it has had to calm down, we might
have expected that everything should be quietly arranged in uniform layers round the centre of the earth.
Instead of this regular distribution of matter, we have not only mountain chains, but also the depressions and
elevations which cause the distribution of land and water over the globe. The causes of these inequalities have
long interested geologists and mathematicians, but the wider discussion of the stability of the whole structure
on which we live has only recently come into prominence. The subject is a most diEicult and intricate one, and
a most important contribution...
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