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SIMPLE SOCIAL GRACES: RECAPTURING THE LOST ART OF GRACIOUS
VICTORIAN LIVING

William Morrow, 1998. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: If you randomly stopped people on the street and asked them to assess their lives, most
would wonder, "Am I happy?" A Victorian would wonder, "Am I a good person?" National pride, self-respect,
hard work, self-reliance, family, neighborliness-- these ideals were the embodiment of Victorian living. At a time
when the national spotlight is cast on the demise of cultural decency and the disintegration of family, Victorian
scholar Linda Lichter presents an invaluable guide that demonstrates how the ideals of character and civility
that formed the bedrock of community during this bygone age can breathe new life and dignity into the
troubled '90s. Illustrated with period black-and-white drawings, this engaging, enlightening text explores the
fascinating underpinnings of Victorian mores and values; from courtship, child rearing, dress codes and
manners to attitudes toward death, religion and sex. Celebrating a time when family was revered, children were
raised in a mannerly and moral fashion, and love spoke of a transcendent state between the sexes, "Simple
Social Graces" reminds readers of the traditional ideals that can help heal and strengthen American society
today.
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