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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .margin where the ways and houses go, solitary men and women sailed
alone or marched alone, or clambered--quiet, resolute exiles; they stood alone amidst wildernesses of ice, on
the precipitous banks of roaring torrents, in monstrous caverns, or steering a tossing boat in the little circle of
the horizon amidst the tumbled, incessant sea, all in their several ways communing with the emptiness, the
enigmatic spaces and silences, the winds and torrents and soulless forces that lie about the lit and ordered life
of men. I saw more clearly now something I had seen dimly already, in the bearing and the faces of this Utopian
chivalry, a faint persistent tinge of detachment from the immediate heats and hurries, the little graces and
delights, the tensions and stimulations of the daily world. It pleased me strangely to think of this steadfast yearly
pilgrimage of solitude, and how near men might come then to the high distances of God. 8 AHer that I
remember we fell talking of the discipline of the Rule, of the Courts that try breaches of it, and interpret
doubtful cases--for, though a man may resign with due notice and be free aHer a certain time to rejoin again,
one deliberate breach may exclude a man for ever--of the system of law that has grown up about such trials,
and of the triennial council that revises and alters the Rule. From that we passed to the discussion of the general
constitution of this World...
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