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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Catholic Thoughts on the Bible and Theology The object of
the following Pages is to present some suggestions respecting the Study of the Bible and of Theology which
may assist earnest inquirers in the formation of opinions at once enlightened and spiritual. And such
suggestions seem at this time peculiarly required: for the present ecclesiastical controversies cannot much
longer continue to be of interest for the more thoughtful, but will probably for such be superseded by others
relating to questions of far deeper import, and of far more difficult solution. Indeed after a few years it will
probably seem simply humiliating that questions which had been so frequently and so fully discussed in past
ages, with everywhere uniformly the same kinds of results, should have been supposed by us, without new data,
to admit of any decisions essentially different from those which our fathers had so deliberately and repeatedly
and emphatically pronounced. It cannot surely be long before it will be seen that there really never can be but
one fundamental ecclesiastical question, which is this: Whether the Idea of the Christian Church includes as
essential a Mediatorial Priesthood, or exclusive caste of any kind, through which alone the blessings of
Christianity can be conveyed and received: for if this be decided in the affirmative, there can be no doubt
whatever but that the Church of Rome possesses least ambiguously such a prerogative of Priesthood, and in
submission to it all other questions are virtually determined: or if it be decided in the negative, then there will be
felt to be devolved upon the individual the responsibility of determining for himself, by the fullest and freest...
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