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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Student s
Manual of Surgical Diagnosis The chief aim of the practicing
surgeon should be to eradicate disease, to repair the results of
bodily injury, and to relieve suffering. Success in treatment
depends largely upon accurate diagnosis. Every student of
medicine, therefore, at an early period should acquire a
diagnostic method which in the end will enable him to recognize
with a reasonable degree of accuracy the various surgical
lesions and pathologic processes. The methods of reasoning
employed by different surgeons and teachers, in arriving at a
diagnosis in a given case, differ widely. The two extremes would
be represented by the methods popularly known as the snap
diagnosis, and the diagnosis by exclusion. The following
circumstance will give a fair idea of the two methods. An
eminent practitioner of internal medicine was called to attend a
middle aged woman suffering from continuous fever,
progressive loss of weight and strength, and mild delirium. On
entering the patient s room he was told that the illness began by
headache, loss of appetite, and general malaise;...
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